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1. SUMMARY: ANTICIPATING A VISIT ONLY FOR INFORMAL 
DISCUSSIONS, EC COMMISSIONER CHEYSSON FOUND HE HAD TO 
SPEND HIS TWO-DAY VISIT TO SYRIA (MARCH 26-27) FENDING 
OFF REQUESTS FOR IMMEDIATE NEGOTIATIONS ON ECONOMIC 
COOPERATION. THE FOLLOWING REPORT REFLECTS THE COMMENTS 
OF TWO COMMISSION OFFICIALS WHO ACCOMPANIED HIM. 

END SUMMARY. 

2. THE EC HAS LONG THOUGHT OF SYRIA IN THE CONTEXT OF 
ITS GLOBAL MEDITERRANEAN POLICY, BUT UNTIL THIS YEAR 
THE SYRIANS HAVE SHOWN LITTLE INTEREST. RECENTLY, AFTER 
SOME PRELIMINARY INFORMAL CONVERSATIONS, THE SYRIANS 
INVITED CHEYSSON TO VISIT SYRIA. 

3. ACCORDING TO OUR SOURCES, CHEYSSON, TO HIS SURPRISE, 

WAS GREETED AT THE AIRPORT IN DAMASCUS BY THE STATEMENT 
THAT THE SYRIAN GOVERNMENT LOOKED FORWARD TO NEGOTIATING 
THREE AGREEMENTS WITH THE COMMUNITY DURING THE TWO-DAY 
VISIT* OUR SOURCES SAID THAT CHEYSSON HAD TO SPEND THE 
NEXT TWO DAYS EXPLAINING TO THE SYRIANS THE INFORMAL, 
THOUGH OFFICIAL, NATURE OF HIS VISIT AND HIS INABILITY 

TO OPEN NEGOTIATIONS WITHOUT AUTHORITY FROM THE EC COUNCIL. 
HIS HOSTS WERE INTERESTED IN THE PRESENT STATUS OF THE 
COMMUNITY'S MEDITERRANEAN POLICY AND, PARTICULARLY, THE 
STATE OF NEGOTIATIONS WITH THE MAGHREB COUNTRIES. WE 
WERE TOLD THAT CHEYSSON LIMITED HIS DISCUSSION TO THE 
MEDITERRANEAN POLICY OF THE COMMUNITY AND THAT NEITHER THE 
THE ISRAELI-SYRIAN CONFLICT NOR THE EC-ARAB DIALOGUE WAS 
DISCUSSED. 

4. THE SYRIANS INSISTED THAT CHEYSSON SIGN A DOCUMENT 

IN WHICH, ON BEHALF OF THE COMMISSION, CHEYSSON EXPRESSED 
UNDERSTANDING FOR SYRIA’S DESIRE TO REACH AGREEMENT WITH 
THE COMMUNITY ON 1) PREFERENTIAL ACCESS TO COMMUNITY 
MARKETS; 2) TECHNICAL, SCIENTIFIC AND INDUSTRIAL COOPERA- 
TION; AND 3) FINANCIAL COOPERATION. (WITH REGARD TO THE 
LATTER, OUR SOURCES SAID THE SYRIANS PRESENTED THE 
COMMISSION WITH A LONG LIST OF DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS, 
SUGGESTING THAT THE EC TAKE ITS PICK.) OUR SOURCES 
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SHOWED THE REPORTING OFFICER THE DOCUMENT. THEY SAID 
THAT SINCE CHEYSSON HAD NO MANDATE TO NEGOTIATE, THE 
LEGAL STATUS OF THE PAPER IS UNCLEAR, BUT CHEYSSON FELT 
HE COULD SIGN IT SINCE IT MERELY EMBODIED THE OUTLINE OF 
EXISTING EC MEDITERRANEAN POLICY. 

5. OUR SOURCES BELIEVED THAT A PRINCIPAL REASON FOR 
SYRIA'S SUDDEN INTEREST IN TIES WITH THE EC IS THAT SYRIA 
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IS LOOKING FOR AN ALTERNATIVE TO ITS PRESENT HEAVY DEPEN- 
DENCE UPON THE SOVIET UNION. 

6. THE NEXT STEP IN COMMUNITY RELATIONS WITH SYRIA IS 
LIKELY TO BE A COMMISSION PROPOSAL TO THE COUNCIL TO 
OPEN FORMAL EXPLORATORY TALKS. THE TIMING OF THIS STEP 
IS NOT YET CLEAR BUT ONE OF OUR SOURCES THOUGHT THAT THE 
COMMUNITY WOULD PROBABLY WANT TO MOVE DISCUSSIONS 
FORWARD WITH SYRIA AND JORDAN AT ABOUT THE SAME PACE, 
POSSIBLY IN CONJUNCTION WITH THE ENLARGEMENT OF THE 
PRESENT AGREEMENTS WITH EGYPT AND LEBANON, WITH A 
VIEW TOWARD EVENTUAL HARMONIZATION OF CONCESSIONS 
BETWEEN THE MAGHREB AND THE EASTERN MEDITERRANEAN 
ARAB COUNTRIES. MYERSON 
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